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. Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed 12/19/2005 has been received and made of record. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-5,7-18, 20-24, 26-31 and 
33-42 have been fully considered but they are moot in view of new ground of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3-5,7-18, 20-24, 26-31 and 33-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Schneider et al., U.S. Patent No. 6, 
408,336[hereinafter Schneider] in view of Miller et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,839,752[hereinafter Miller] 

As per claim 1 , Schneider discloses a method for modifying group membership, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request to add a first entity to a first group (see fig. 9 and col. 23, 
lines 27-53); 

accessing an indication of a first policy from a set of policies for changing static 
membership of said first group (see fig. 1 1 and col. 24, lines 32-54); and 
adding said first entity to said first group as a static member based on said first 
policy (see col. 24, lines, 32-54). 
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Schneider is silent regarding: wherein a request is received from the first entity to 
add the entity into a group. 

Miller, in analogous art discloses a system for handling requests to organize 
group membership, wherein a request is received from the first entity (i.e., group 
or subgroup or new members) to add the first entity into a group (see fig. 3 and 
col. 8, lines 1-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention presented with the teachings of 
Schneider to utilize the group membership management mechanism such as 
allowing to add an first entity into a group when a request is received from the 
first entity in order to provide coherent view of the different group members. 

As per claim 3, Schneider discloses a method according to claim 1 , wherein: said 
indication is stored in an attribute of an identity profile for said first group(see col. 
7, lines 12-31). 

As per claim 4, Schneider discloses a method according to claim 1 , wherein: said 
set of policies includes an open policy, an open with filter policy, a controlled 
through workflow policy, and a closed policy (see col. 9, lines 32-52). 

As per claims 5, and 7-10 Schneider discloses a method according to claim 4, 
wherein: said identity profile for said first group includes a filter attribute, said 
filter attribute stores a filter that is used with said open with filter policy to 
determine whether said first entity may be added to said first group (see fig. 3 
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and col. 9, lines 32-52). 
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As per As per claims 11-17 Schneider discloses a method according to claim 1, 
wherein: said indication is stored in an attribute of an identity profile for said first 
group; said identity profile for said first group includes an attribute that stores an 
indication of whether to send a message upon adding said first entity to said first 
group; and said identity profile for said first group includes an attribute that stores 
said message (see fig. 3 col. 9, lines 32-52 and 12, lines 28-39). 

As per claims 18, 20-24, 26-31 and 33-42, the claims include features discussed 
above with respect to claims 1-17, thus claims 18, 20-24, 26-31 and 33-42, are 
rejected same rational as claims 1-17. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Salad E. Abdullahi whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4009. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll- 
free). 




